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is now pronounced to be distinct from that of the
Mandasans, and Professor Noldeke is even inclined to
identify the former and not the Mandgeans with the
Sabians of the Koran, in spite of the general agree-
ment of Mohammadan writers to the contrary effect.
The influence of some sect like the Blkesaites is seen
in the Mandsean adoption of the custom of frequent
baptisms and ablutions, as well as in other customs,
whilst the name Nazarene or Nasorene, so often
applied to the Babylonian Sabians, is the common
appellation of the Judseo-Christian sects, and must
liave been derived from them; and the few Jewish
legends which are found in the Sidra Eabba must
have come from the same source.

The origin of tho Mand&eans is to be found in the
convulsions of religious belief which succeeded -the
first spread of Christianity. It is one of those bizarre
creeds which rose up on the ruins of the great pagan
religions. Those who have tried to follow the history
of Gnosticism, who have wandered through the mazes
of tho systems which sprang from the dying throes of
Hellenism, and have dived into the writings of the
Alexandrian and Syrian schools, have read the Her-
metic books, and endeavoured to trace the workings
of gnostic and cabalistic doctrines among the Judseo-
Christian sects, will understand what a tangle of
dogma is found in the Mandsean creed, when we say
that it is at bottom a corrupt gnosticism, half under-
stood, and utterly confused. The name Mandseaa,
which is the only one used among the sectaries, means
" gnostic "j .and the fundamental notions of gnos-